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years* In dry cares,, especially if buried In bat guanoy
mummies will also last forever, and to some extent
the same holds true of bodies interred in well-
constructed tombs. Even In damp warm climates*
and when buried in the earth without a protective
coffin or other receptacle* human skeletons will at
times remain In a wonderfully perfect state of pres-
ervation for incredible periods,, whereas, under what
are apparently Identical conditions, others may com-
pletely disappear In a few years. Within the under-
ground tombs of a mound which I excavated recently
In Scotland,, human teeth, fragments of bones and
several practically perfect vertebras were found well
preserved although the date of the burial is estimated
at about 2000 B. c^ and the earth was saturated with
moisture. And yet, not far distant, graves of men
killed In battle in the seventeenth century did not
contain even a trace of human remains.
Unless we possess definite, established data as to
the rate of the soil accumulation, the decomposition
of certain rocks and of bones In a certain locality
we have nothing by which to go. Even with this
knowledge we cannot depend on estimates based on
such data, for we have no means of knowing that the
present rate is the same as It was a few hundred or a
few thousand years ago. We know positively that
climatic conditions in many localities have completely
altered within the past few centuries, or even within
the past few years. Areas now rainless, arid and
desert-like, may have been well watered, fertile and
covered with vegetation in the days when the ancient
civilisations were flourishing, or the reverse may have
been the case; and present-day wooded or cultivated